
 
Dear friends of Bethel Neighborhood Center,    
 
Celebrating the Bethel Fall Festival in the last week of September, we are reminded of the beauty of 
diversity and the richness of our culture at Bethel Neighborhood Center. We live and work with many 
beautiful people in Kansas City, Kansas. While Junior League of Wyandotte and Johnson Counties 
led several games and activities with our children, Folklorico del Sol and the Zomi dancers entertained 
the crowd. The ethnic foods from several communities including Iraqis, Somalis, Mexican, Indian, Bhu-
tanese, Burmese, and American were delicious and the entire evening was filled with fun activities for 
all ages. Thank you very much for your recent donation to Bethel! Your donation enables us to provide 

invaluable programs and services to over 100 children/youth, 35 senior citizens, and many families 
that are struggling financially. Having homeless students in our after school program this fall, our 
commitment to serve our community is deepened because our programs offer hope and help to many.   

In spite of the heavy rain we have had recently, construction is going on and progress is being made 
daily. Once the weather improves, asphalt will be poured to complete our new driveway (#1). Our new 
garage (#2) is taking shape, elevator (#3) is ready to be placed, food pantry waiting area (#4) is al-
most done, and the new City regulations we have to comply with for a new fire hydrant, installing a 
new water meter and controlling system, and running electrical cables underground (#5) costs us over 
$50,000 (unexpected). Since we are renovating a very old building, we have spent over $100K of our 
contingency funds. We are disappointed to see our locks (#6) placed at our storage unit (where we 
save a few things from the old building) were cut and some items were stolen two weeks ago.  
    
Please keep us in your thoughts and in your prayers as we need more funds for our construction and 
daily operation. We need $70K before the end of the year to operate at the same level as we do now.  
 
May God bless you abundantly for your love and care for our community!  

      
  

Rev. Mang Sonna, Executive Director 
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